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To the Editor of the Bee. 











Thoughts on the modern prevalence of Bankruptcies. 






, Sir, 

Yova, publication, which, though yet in its infancy, 
I flatter myfelf will be of extenfive utility to the world, 
iwvites the philofopher, the fcholar, the merchaut, or 
thé ébferver, alike to communicate their ideas, which, 
after being fanctioned by your approbation, are thus 
givet’to' the public. Perhaps in the prefent fituation 
of the’ commercial worl, the number of Bankruptcies 
which have’ of late happened, may claim a few thoughts, 
as a fubje& highly interefting to a mercantile nation. 
To, remedy the evil éntirely'is perhaps impoilible 
while trade exifts, and fortune is capricious; but ought 
not fome, diftinétion to be made in the tye of 
the world, between the fituation of the extravagant 
unthinking villain, the hafty fpeculator, and the wor. 
thy«man, who has.been ruined by their fchemes, ftrug. 
gling: under the burden of a numerous family, ang 
deeply affe&ted with his fallen condition? A man jp 
the fituation of the latter, is moft deferving compafli,,, . 
on him the creditor ought not to wreck that VENgC, ce 
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which # only deftined for‘guilty heads.’ Yet/how' of. 
ten do. we fee him rediitéd "to poverty atid ‘waht, ex. 
pofed to'the mifery of a jail, without friends and with: 
out help! A man in’ this fituation is‘an obje& Of pity! 
he ‘who refufes it is‘unwortliy of 4 béfter lot.’ On the 
other hand, the more fplendid fpendthrife, who indulg- 
ed himfelf in all the fafhionable follies of fenfuality and 
extravagance, who’ perhaps was the ruin of the former, 
whofe credit was never fupported but by the moft 
ruinous méans, viz. ‘* wiid bills, and perfonal ‘affwe 
rance,”’ often méets with that pity which the other me: 
ver has found: in a fhort time furmounts his difficulties 
or feeming embarrafiments: overleaps ‘the ' bounds of 
prudence, and begins again his ruinous career with 
undiminifhed fplendor ; defpifing alike the cenfures of 
the world, and of his own confcience, hackneyed in 
iniquity. Ought not the one to be admired in his 
misfortunes, and the other reprobated in his fplendor, 
and detefted, though furrounded with the glare of tint 
felled thew ? 

As matters have ftood for fome time paft, there is 
no man who deals extenfively but moft fuffer; and the 
fraudulent bankrupt is generally the one who lives 
moft fplendidly. 

When we trace bankruptcies to their fource, we ge- 
nerally find extravagance at home, ruinous fpeculatiozs, 
or misfortunes, the eaufe to which they have been ow- 
ing. Could not fome mode be adopted to'check thé 
gtowth of this growing evil? Could not fome mark ‘of 
odinm be ftampéd upon them by the public? ‘The wife 
moft furely would applaud a fcheme for that parpofe+ 
’tis apity it has not been already put in execution. For 
inftance when it was clearly proved that a man had 
fairly ruined himfelf by. heedlefs expenditures, which 
he well knows his circumftances could not admit 6f; ‘if 
he is a member of a mercantile fociety, and itis infi- 
nuated that either fraudulent practices, or fome other 
caufe, owing to himfelf, have been the caufes of hig 
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failure,\why not make ;iaguiry ?, and if that is found 
out, ought jhe not, to, be.expelled, fociety by ithe unaai- 
mous voice ot honeit men? We are told, fhame ads more 
powerfully than principle; and I.am perfuaded, aman 

will often hear general furmifes with, a deaf ear, who 

would ftart at the thoughts 6f open reprobation., This 

muift however be prudently and carefully examined ; 

but may be done after.due inveftigation. On.the other 

hand, could aot an inftitution be made to bring forward the 

unfortunate, and fuccour the diftrefled citizen., The rich 

who fear not the hour of adverfity, may, perhaps {pura 

at the propofal ; but.the fober thinking man would ap- 

prove. Suppofe an inftitution was formed for the ex- 

prefs purpofe of relieving decayed merchants, after the 

circumftances attending their failure were duly infpec- 

ted by acommittee, I dare fay it would meet withencou, 

ragement ; and afmall annual contribution, too trifling 

to be regarded by the opulent, would do the bufinefs, and 

itis too ufefula fcheme to be difregarded by the humble. 

Were this propofed by fome patriotic gentleman, I dare 

fay it would meet with encouragement: and {urely to be 

the. means. of deprefling and affronting this villain, and 

encouraging the honeft and virtuous, is an undertaking 

worthy of man. 

If this.is thought worth inferting in your work,, it 
may, perhaps bring forward fome more able arguments, 
and be the means of at leaft making the villain bluih 
while the honeft cannot but commend. ° 

I am, indeed of opinion, that had this. inftitution 
been formed for fome yzars paft, the payments to 
real objects would have been very few;, but in all pro- 
bability, the evil will increafe, till the public take the 
alarm, and. by fom: mark of odium, aflume, that au- 
thority, which our jaws, in their.prefent fituation, can- 


not impart, Q. D.C. 


*.* In our, next will be offered to the public fome hints, te 


rmedy the’evil here complained of. 
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To the Editor of the Bee. 


Sr, Hamilton, Jan. sth 1791. 
As I fee it is within the,compafs of your defign, T 
would recommend to the public by your njeans, a pub- 
lication I have lately read with a good deal of pleafure, 
and I hope with fome profit too ; and am péerfuaded it is 
worth the attention of landholders, farmers, and ma- 
nufacturets ; but as it is not my cuftom to fay of any 
human performance it is without a fault, I muft own 
there are feveral pretty palpable miftakes fcattered up 
ahd down through the whole, béfides one entire hetero- 
geneous chapter. The performance | mean is intitul- 
ed, Thoughts on various seers of Induftry, &c. by 
John Nafmith, and forefaid chapter, the sth of the 
1ft book, which, with your leave, I mean to comment 
upon with fuch freedom, as it fhall Be afhamed to thew 
its face again in the 2d Edition ; but as the commen- 
tary may perhaps be longer than the text, which is a 
fault you know very common to commentators, | fhall 
only give you the contents of the feveral papers at pre- 
fent, referving the filling of them up to fome future 
o¢cafion, when it may fuit the conveniency both of you, 
Sir, and your readers. 

Ch. I.'A differtation on hobbies—What a hobby is, 
as diftinguifhed. from the ufeful beaft, or a beaft of bur- 
den.—The benefit the revenue derives from hobbies, or 
the keepers of hobbies. This is well known to all able 
financiers: therefore they will be very cautious how they 
difcourage the breed of hobbies. Some men will’as 
foon part with their wives as their-hobbies.—How an 
ufeful Deaft may be converted into a hobby, and by 
whom.—The bad effects of fuch a praétice, as men are 
as ready to differ about their hobbies as any thing, ef- 
pecially ‘learned men; an example of this in your 
firft number.—The linen, woollen, and cotton manufac. 
tures, all'three very ufeful in themfelves, and might 
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both ftand and thrive very well in the same ftable, were 
it not for the fame whimfical tribe that are always fet- 
ting them on to kick at eacli other. i 

Ch. Il. The author’s apprehenfions for the ruin of 
the linen manufacture, by the introduction of the cot- 
ton, ill founded.— he coarfe linen manufacture can re- 
ceive but little damage from the cotton, 

Cd. Til. Aninguisy, whether it be moft advantageous 
for Scccland to puth the manufacture of coarfe linen, 
or fine, moft ; a queftion very proper to be fatisfattorily 
aniwered for.the benefit of both landholders and fiax- 
raifers. This will lead me to take notice of a very 
palpable miftake of the author, in contrafting the ave- 
rage value of the linens ftamped in Scotland, with the 
average value of the linens ftamped in Ireland, which 
has made him throw a very unjuft afperfion on the ho- 
nourable board of truftees officers, intrufted with the 
Scots ftamps, as if they were generally a tiird part out 
in their judgement, of the value of the linens ftamped 
by them. He indeed fuppofed they do not take the 
fame care of the value, as the me: fure of their cloth ; 
but I muft acquaint all whom it may concern, that it is 
the duty of every officer, after looking over and 
meafuring a picce of cloth, to put a value on it to the 
beft of his judgement, which he affixes over the number 
of yards ; which values are fummed up, as well as the 
yards, to make up the aggregate fum of each fent to 
the office, and that each of thefe officers confiders him- 
felf as upon oath, as well to value, to the beft of his 
judgement, as to the number of yards. I had other 
three chapters more to add; butas I have already 
cut out work for a twelvemonth, and who knows 
what change may be in that time ; befides this is 
already run to a confiderable length , fo, for the pre- 
fent, I am your humble fervant. 

Criticus fed non Creticus. 

P. §, As the author has inferted two or three large 
blads of Latin, which I do not well underfiand, though 
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once a Latin fcholar, but as honeft a one as ever came 
from fehool, for, fo far from carrying away any thing 
that did not belong to me, I chofe rather to leave the 
greateft part of what J had honeftly paid for. A tak 
for your learned correfpondents, to give a good Englih 
tranflation of my name ; and for the future, when they 
infert more than four Latin words at atime in any 
Englith book, I would propofe that they give a good 
tranflation below, for the benefit of Englith readers ; 
if they be able, that is to fay. 


PSE ee ae 
Remarks on Libert ys 
—_—_——— 


To the Editor of the Bee. 
Sir, 
wn reading the article France No. IV. of your hit 
torical chronicle, the following thoughts were fuggeft. 
ed. 
Revolutions in focieties and nations are , not affairs 
univerfally demonftrable, that owe their perfection or 
circum{cription to the powers of the human mind. 
Thefe belong rather to the nature of caufe and effedt. 
Their hidden and fecret nature are beft known by their 
confequences. One caufe however is obvious, the op- 
preffion of mén in power. Defpotic governments might 
piefetve the peace and felicity of their fubjeéts by le- 
nity and equity of adminiftration. The people under 
fuch ‘princes might be cemented to their fovereigns 
without fo much as knowing for why—at leaft with- 
out any inquiry into the rights of fovereignty’: But 
whenever oppreffion begins, the painful chains fpeak 
to their-underftanding more emphatically than all the 
eloquence of Demofthenes. Another evident reafon of 
ftate: revolution is, the introdufiion of commerce. The 
hegds’of the ‘people might even be generous and hus 
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mane in framing an abfolute, government: but, thefe 
principles being Only flexible, and corruptible by in- 
tereft, what, can fave a nation from utter ruin, but 
the common and’ commercial people ?, and how fhall 
thefe become faviours of their country, unlefs by me- 
chanical ingenuity end commerce, they obtain influ. 
ence to raife up their dignity? Unlefs they induftri« 
oufly cultivate thofe arts, which have fertility to fupply 
the defeéts of nature ? Oppreffion, therefore, matching 
with influence and mental refinement, will ftruggle and 
debate from their own weight and im oortance; and the 
refult muft turn out according to the fuperior balance 
ef contending powers. Such things appear to have 
been two caufes of the French Revolution, which, if 
as ftedfaftly maintained in infancy, as at the birth, muft 
be productive of the manhood of liberty. If thefe 
principles laid down ate general, Spain in its multiplied 
degrees of fociety, and ill fituation for trade, on ac- 
count of the influx of the Mexican fpecie, muft yet 
fpur long in the furrows of flavery. 
Un ami inconnu. 


Paifley 31ft January 1791. 


To the Editor of the Bee. 
Sir, 
As a freind to every attempt to ferve the community, 
I cannot but be interefted in the fuccefs of your weekly 
publication. . I fend you a thort paper on the means of 
promoting agricultural knowledge, and the great bene- 
fits, which, may_be derived from it to this country... If 
my future corref{pondence fhall be thought worth your 
acceptance, I will purfue this fubjec. 
Jaques, 


Cateris. [pecimen efto, {aid Cicero to Atticus; and 
he faid wifely ; for fuchisthe influence, of example,over 
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the human mind, that one virtuous and confpicuons 
eharatter will more effectually promote the caufe of 
morality, than an hundred mere declaimers, in or out 
of the roftrum. So, one good farmer will more exten. 
fively diffeminate his improvements in agriculture, than 
an hundred theorifts. ] have long withed for fome pub. 
lic eftablifhments, to extend and promote the art of huf- 
bandry : the focieties have done much ; but they have 
left more undone. And to any perfon who is much 
converfant with farmers, the caufe of their failure is 
fufficiently obvious. The fame objections will in 
part apply to the many valuable treatifes upon rural 
economics. Much praife is due to Mr Young, to Mr 
Marfhal, and though laft, not leaft, to you, Sir. Since J 
have been informed of Mr Pulteney’s defign, to efta- 

lith a regular courfe of leétures upon agriculture in 
this univerfity, the plan has met my full approbation ; 
and no endeavour {hall be wanting to promote its ge- 
neral utility, fo far 23 the exertions of an individual 
can avail. The univerfal teftimony that is born of 
the ability of the profeflor, affords the faireft hopes of 
fuccefs, and his well known medefty and candour, 
muft highly prejudice the public in his favour. At 
prefent, he muft neceffarily ftand in need of much aflift- 
ance, not only in point of practical obfervation, but of 
countenance and fupport from the neighbouring gentle. 
men. Much of the fuccefs of any new inftitution de- 
pends on the outfet. I own myfelf an enthufiaft in the 
caufe, from my full conviétion of its certain utility, if 
well conducted, and fteadily fupported. A numerous 
and re{fpe@table attendance is the firft obje€&t; the fe. 
cond, free and full communications of authentic expe- 
riments, and real and tried improvements in the me- 
thods of agriculture, as well as deferiptions, drawings, 
or models of the different inftruments which are found 
ufeful, and which are reafonably fuppofed to be better 
than thofe commonly in ufe. To communicate thefe 
will be neceflary. It is certainly the intereft of the 
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" farmers, to attend regularly upon thefe lectures, as they 


will thereby be enabled, with little lofs of time, and at 
a ftill lefs expence, to polfefs the concentrated wifdom 
of ages. They will colle& without trouble. all'the mo. 
dern improvements, not only in this ifland, but upon both 
the continents of the old and new world, without the 
waite of time and money, in long and expenfive journeys, 
They will have the practice of the whole world of agri- 
eulture laid fully before them; and if a defire of fur- 
ther information, and ofa more perfect prattical know- 
ledge fhould be excited, an event not more to be with- 
ed for than expected, they will leave home, ftored with 
fuch previous information, and fo general a knowledge 
of the obje& of their inquiry, as will enable them to 
dire&t their refearches to the moft important objeéts, 


and to make the moft of their information, by a judici- 


ous arrangement and well dire&ed inveftigation. 1 
would particularly recommend thefe leétures to the at- 


tention of thofe who are deftined for the Church. They 


will come prepared bya liberal education, and their at. 
tendance will be only a relaxation from feverer ftudies. 
As they will be refident inthe country,and conneéed by 
their fituation and office with this moft ufeful body of the 
community, their inftru€tions andadvice will beattend- 
ed to with almoft filial reverence; and thus they may 
employ the many hours of beere: which matt here be 
aburden to themfelves, in difpenfing ufeful knowledge, 
and throwing, at the fame time, a ftrong bar. in the 
way of vice, by promoting a fpirit of virtuous induftry 
and laudable exertion. In my opinion, a knowledge 
of the principles and pra€tice of agriculture, is neceflary 
to the perfection of the facerdotal character; as a mi- 
nifter fo endowed, will imitate, and in fome meafure 
co-operate with God in giving the higheft perfe@ion to 
his works, and diffeminating the moft extenfive blef- 


-fings amongft mankind. They furely will not think 


this a mean employment or an ‘iferiér duty. Ifthey 
Jhould, let them call to mind Becket, Hceoke, anda 
Vot. I. li 
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thoufand other venerable ecclefiaftics, who efteemed ita 
pleafure as well.as an obligation, to till the ground; 
who have been contented in the {hades of retirement and 
even obfcurity, to fee God’s bleflings {pring out of the 
earth, and eat that bread, which they could properly 
call their own, in peace and privacy. I need not add, 
that it is no lefs their intereft than their duty, te pro~ 
mote in their feveral parifhes every poflible improve- 
ment in agriculture, #h hen peace and plenty fhall fuc- 
ceed to wretchednefs and want; when the cattle fhall 


be upon a thoufand hills, and every valley fhall laugh 
and fing. 


$$$ —__ 


On the Iniquity of Pry UD oom Oaths in certain Cafes, 


*Tis he that makes the oath hat ah it, 
Not hier that for convenience takes it HupiIBrRas. 


Amonest the many focial virtues that attend the prac. 
tice of true religion amongft mankind, that of a ftric& 
adherence to truth in every tranfaétion in life, is of the 
greateft importance :—it eftablithes confidence and fair 
dealing i in every fituation ; to maintain the adherence to 
truth, and to maintain religion in the people, are the 
fame thing :—without the one, the other cannot fubfift; 
and it ought to be’the firft obje& of a legiflator, in the 
making of fuch ftatutes as have any connection. with 
the morals of the people, to frame them in fuch a man- 
ner as not to introduce great and frequent temptation 
for diffimulation and lying. 

It is pretty generally allowed, thet religion in an en- 
lightened age, cannot exift in the breafts of the people, 
when it fubjects them to very great temporal inconve- 
niences.—Men will not adopt any plan of conduét, 
without the profpeét of gaining fome advantage there- 
by :—the hopes of reward from religion, in the limited 
view by which the ignorant and the bulk of mankind 
confider it, are confined entirely to a future ftate, I 
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mean, to a period after they haye departed from this 
world :—thefe hopes, diftant,and uncertain, yield to 
the nearer and more obvious pursuits of this life ; and 
therefore, when in the exercife of religion, great tem- 
poral inconveniences are occafioned, the religion 
ceafes, and the femblance of it only is kept up. 

Hence, I give it as my opinion, that it is a moft de- 
ftructive doétrine, in all cafes, to admit of a man’s oath, 
when it operates either for or againft his own intereft. 
Yet I am forry to obferve, that the legiflators of my 
country, haye of late béen ofa different manner of: 
thinking. They have enacted, that every retail dealer 
of foreign fpirits, wines, and tea, fhall make oath from 
time td Time, that he does not fell above the quantity of 
goods {pecified by him in a certain book,—or, in other 
words, he muft {wear that he is an honeft man.—Nor 
a farthing of duties can be drawn, back on the exporta- 
tion of goods, without one or miore oaths of the parties 
conneéted in the tranfaétion.—A bankrupt muft fwear 
that he has not cheated his creditors :—and I believe 
there is fcarcely a branch of trade or manufacture un- 
der taxation, wherein people are not obliged to fwear 
that they will not take a farthing from the king, al- 
though they have it in their power. Upon this, let any 
man refle&, and afk in his own mind, if men will adhere 
to thefe oaths, when-it is evidently lofing them very 
great profits ?-I am confident, that in fuch fituations, 
there is not one in a thoufand who wi!l.—I recolleé& of 
hearing an anecdote of a dealer in tea, who was one of 
thofe apparently auftere religious people, to be met 
with in every place: When the invention of fhopkeep- 
ers {wearing to the excife officers of the fairnefs of their 
trade was firft put,in practice, this man, who had always 
been in the practice of {muggling a little, and was now 
very unwilling to forego the advantages thereof on ace 
count of-an oath, fet his invention to work in contri- 
ving a method of fmuggling, fwearing, and having a 
found confcience — refult of mature deliberation 

13 
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was, that on a Sacrament Sunday, he fhut himfelf up in 
his room, and after a long prayer, made a folemn oath 
that he fhould never in his life {peak a true fentence toa 
gauger (excife officer.) He ever afterwards confidered 
this oath of greater weight than the other; and his con. 
f{cience as very free from ftain, although he peryured 
himfelf once every three months. 

** How eafy can lafles true what they defire,” 
are the words of a famous Scottifh bard, and apply to 
men and wives as well as laffes. / 

Such are the practices of men: and while temptation 
is in a€tion, ever will be.—I fhall not hewever, be 
without the hopes of feeing a better fyftem of checking 
evil practices, and of feeing the adminiftrators of go- 
vernment, employ the fame able talents that were ex. 
erted laft year in evincing the propriety of obliging all 
mankind to think in the fame way *, im devifing me. 
thods of eftablifhing virtue, honour, and liberty among 
the people. -A.L. 
E " . Aen, bnawen 


To the Editor of the Bee. 
Sir, 

If you think the following obfervations deferve a 
plac¢ in ycur mifcellany, they are very much at your 
fervice. A conftant reader. 

s 
———————E—E=E==E===—=— 


On Imagination and the Abufes of it. 
It has been obferved of imagiaation, that it holds 2 
middle place betwixt the pleafures of intelle&t, and 
thofe of fenfe. Elevated above mere feeling, it par- 
takes alfo much of the refinement of underftanding. It 
retains as much feeling as to intereft deeply, and at the 
fame time reaches to the variety of mental powers. 
® Tet AG. 
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The moft dull and phlegmatic are not altogether void 
of it; and to poffefs it in a high degree, is to poffefs 
the higheft honour of genius. 

Though the diftin&tive qualities of judgement, ima- 
gination, and animal fenfation, be fufficiently marked ; 
yet, upon a near infpeGion, we will find thefe three 
regions of our nature fo interwoven, as never to exift 
feparately. . Imagination is fometimes ufed as another 
word for feeling ; and without mental images there 
can be no judgement. Imagination cannot be employed 
without aflerting the qualities of the. objects with 
which it is converfant ; and this is the peculiar pro- 
vince of judgement. 

A late eminent philofopher * has probably gone too 
far in aflerting, that there is really no difference at all 
betwixt judgement and imagination ; that one endowed 
with greatnefs of mind, muft have neceflarily both thefe 
faculties in equal perfection. With vigorous powers 
to grafp any great or exalted fubjeé&t may be faid equal- 
ly of the poet and philofopher ; and therefore, fays he, 
if the mind of Newton had been directed to the fubje& 
ef Milton, he would have been a poet of the firft or- 
der, and vice verfa. 

In this ingenious remark there is fome plaufibility ; 
but, as I have faid, it is carried too far: for though 
fruitfulnefs of imagination may be equally afcribed to 
an Euclid, who invents a procefs of mathematical reafo- 
nings, as to a Shakefpear, who brings together a group 
of human charaéters, and a feries of actions ; and in 
other refpeéts there may be a fimilarity of operation 
in the exercife of judgement and imagination ; yet the 
objects to which they are feparately directed, form be- 
twixt them a decided diftinétien ; a diftinétion which 
cannot be accounted for, but from an original bias of 
nature. On the mind of the poet is imprinted quali- 
ties of beauty, fublimity, and grandeur, which habit 
% Door Johnfon. 
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may indeed improve, but never will fupply. A mind 
thus adorned, would avail nothing ; nay, perhaps would 
be unfriendly to him who would dwell among the pure 
abftractions of mathematics. It is enough to fay on 
this fubjeé&t, that coolnefs, and activity of mind, confti- 
tute the philofopher ; fire and feeling the poet. It is 
not fo proper therefore to term judgement and imagi- 
nation diftin@ faculties, as the fame faculty, or in ge- 
neral, mind imprefiled with different qualities. 

Invention, or the power of creation, has been com. 
monly confidered as the diftinguifhing eharacteriftic of 
imagingtion : but this muft be underftood in a certain 
fenfe. A poet, or painter, may imagine a landfcape, 
which for beauty of colouring, and exact difpofition of 
parts, will exceed whatever is to be found in nature, 
and produce an aggregate, or one complex idea, which 
in itfelfis new; but to this, creation is limited. The 
objects of which it is compofed are all familiar; the 
fhepherd and his flock, the river, the mountain, and 
the tree. 

But it is not fo much the power of extending be- 
yond the common appearances of nature, and exhibi- 
ting pictures of original defign, which chara¢terife this 
faculty, as the nature of thofe pictures which it exhi- 
bits: its {phere is among what is magnificent and beau- 
tiful in matter, or what is heroic and amiable in mind; 
its bufinefs is to feize upon whatever is aftonifhing, or 
melt wit whatever is amiable ; for judgement may alfo, 
in its own {phere, among gualities and relations, difcovet 
many new aggregates, and many new combinations, 
the one however with more fplendor and extravagance, 
the other with more fobriety and truth. Perhaps in 
this refpe& the work ef Locke is an edifice, though 
Jefs glaring, yet. conftru@ted with as much fertility of 
invention, and confiftency of defign, as that*@f Homer. 

It has beeen afferted that the poet is at liberty 
totranfgrefs the laws of nature, or contradi@ its com- 
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mon operations, that he may create beings which 
have not exifted, or which, according to the knowg 
analogy of nature, cannot exift. But this is furely 
founded upon a miftake; for without nature and 
truth, nothing can ‘pleafe. In the infancy of hu- 
man reafon indeed, it is not to be expeéted that men 
fhould be fo much enlightened with regard to the laws 
of God, refpeéting this earth, as to eftimate with ex- 
attnefs all-the poflibilities of things. In rude ages, the 
propenfity to believe whatever exceeds the common 
courfe of events, feems to know no bomnds. Moun- 
tains, and rivers, and trees, have been fuppofed acting 
in concert with human perfonages; and it is no way 
furprifing that the abftraéted idea of fixed and immu- 
table laws, fhould havea {mall place in that mind whofe 
only gratification is wonder and admiration. As long 
therefore, as the bounds of nature’s operations were 
not determined, he could not be faid to tranfgrefs them, 
who afferted extravagancies, which long experience 
with the hiftory of the world, and philofophical reafon- 
ings could alone countervail. Homer, | make no doubt, 
believed, with the reft of his countrymen, the fuperna~ 
tural events which he relates; and what we fome- 
times afcribe to his invention, was perhaps often 
the confequence of credulity only. Virgil, whofe 
more enlightened age, and philofophical principles, 
rendered lefs credulous of the theological fyftem of Ho- 
mer, evidently enters with lefs fpirit, and with lefs na- 
ture, into the actions of {upernatural beings. The ad- 
ventures of Aineas, with the principal events, were 
however traditionary fteries commonly believed, and 
which he probably alfo believed himfelf and the em- 
bellithing circumftances were what happened to Ho- 
mer’s heroes in fimilar fituations, and might alfo hap- 
pen to his. The romantic imagination of Taffo and 
Ariofto, might very ‘naturally delude them into the 
common belief of the times, with regard to the many 
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wild tranfa&tions of knight-errantry which they relate, 
and the ghofts, the witches, and the’ fairies of Shake. 
{pear, were no doubt alfo the fubje@' of his own be. 
lief. It is not indeed natural to fuppofe that thefe 
writers were fo refined, as firft coldly to fit down, and 
confider what attions they fhould relate that would be 
moft acceptable to the multitude ; but that rather 
themfelves, fired with the generous love of poetry, they 
fung of thofe great and fplendid fcenes which moft 
flattered their imagination, or were moft congenial with 
their belief. Keeping entirely out of fight the inte. 
refted idea of writing for approbation or gain, they al- 
lowed themfelves, according to the bias of their genius, 
to be hurried along among thofe objects that were great 
and interefting, or detained among thofe that were 
calm and beautiful. ‘They chofe a ftory which the ob- 
fcurity of tradition had rendered venerable, affimila- 
ting the ators, and the fcenes, to their ufual pitch of 
conception, and adorning the whole with thofe fenti- 
ments, and that colouring which is at the fame time 
natural and grand ; and as long as the probability of 
thefe wonderful aétions and f{cenes could not be called 
in queftion, fo long did they remain the fame as if na- 
tural and true. But in an after age, when the light 
of philofophy had difpelled the vifionary phantoms of 
popular credulity, he would a& a very injudicious part 
indeed, who would continue to addrefs men as if pof- 
feffed with thefe prejudices. A ftory, however won- 
derful, founded on the religious notions of the ancients, 
with all the appendages of Fauns, of Satyrs, and of 
Nymphs, would have now few readers. Qn the fame 
principles, the giatits, the dragons, and enchanted caf- 
tles, which amufed the dark ages, are at prefent ne- 
gleéted for the more natural adventures of a Crufoe, or 
a Jones. 

It is not therefore what is new, what is wonderfal, 
or what is fititious, which is the fubje& of poetical 
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imagination. It is only when thefe qualities are con- 
fonant to our knowledge of hiftory, or our feelings of 
truth. The frequent allufions to the fabulous tales of 
antiquity, with which modern poetry is ‘interlarded, 
are nome of its ornaments; and in the progrefs of tafte, 
it has been gradually difufed. Invocations to beings 
who have no extitence, and the fuppofed interpofition 
of their power, can have little impreffion on the ima- 
gination of thofe who have been initiated into the ra- 
tional tenets of chriftianity. Though Fenelon has made 
ufe of the mythology of the ancients with confiderable 
fuccefs, yet the artifice is too obvious toimpofe upon us ;* 
and were it not for the eminent merit he poffefles of dif- 
playing what is amiable in manners, and what is re- 
{fpectable in virtue, and the many beautiful rural {cenes 
with which he charms the fancy, the poem of Tele- 
machus would be difpleafing to every reader of tafte. 
A poet therefore may decorate and heighten, but he 
muft never lofe fight of nature: he may defcribe 
fcenes and aétions which never exifted, but which may 
exift. It would not be proper at this day to talk of 
caftles removed to diftant places inftantaneouily, and 
all the aftonifhing adventures ofeaftern relations. How 
prepofterous would it be, when we are taught to think 


‘more worthily of the government of the univerfz, to 


fuppofe that the ruler of the main would create forms 
in order to difconcert petty undertakings, or which is 
{till worfe, to introduce Neptune, Boreas, and Eolus, witt 
all their kindred train aflifting at the operation? Had 
Ceres been admitted an ‘actor in the harveft fcene of 
Thomfon, our thoughts would have been diftra&ted 
betwixt nature, and the poetical notion of the an- 
cients ; an abfurdity however of this kind an inferior 
writer would have very readily fallen imto. As ‘inti- 
mately connected with the fubject of thefe remarks, 
we fhall conclude witha few oblervations on what is 


walled tafte. 
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It is fomewhat difficult to fettle the exact limits. be. 
twixt genius and tafte : that genius cannot exift without 
tafte, that is, without a, relish for its peculiar exercifes, 
cannot be called in queftion *,; but whether we cancom- 
pletely difcern the excellencies of an author, without 
poffeffing an equal portion of his genius, is perhaps a 
matter of doubt. There is however a pleafure which 
attends the invention or fabrication of a work, diftin@ 
from an after furvey of its heauties; and tue firlt of 
thefe, one would think, 1s peculiar to the author alone; 
the laft, in common with his readers. It may indeed 
be replied, that we cannot be faid completely to enter 
into the views of an author, if we cannot follow him 
in all his progrefs ; if we do not go back with him in 
his effort, view along with him the materials as they 
lie rudely fcattered through nature, and arrange them 
with him into that goodly tabric which we mutually 
furvey with fo much delight. But whether we can 
follow him in this progrefs, and enter fully into his 
conceptions, without that force, that grafp, and that 
activity of mind which the auihor poflefles, is not fo 
evident; certain it is that we cannot do juftice to any 
work of merit, without completely comprehending it; 
and that we can be faid completely to comprehend it, 
without viewing it in every refpe&, as the author has 
done, I do not fee; and this operation we know can- 
not be performed without the fame powers of mind, 
and the fame fenfibilities of enjoyment. 

As avery conclufive proof of what has been men- 
tioned above, it may be obferved, that the number of 
eminent critics has been as few, perhaps fewer, than 
the number of eminent poets: the reafon is obvious ; 
to that fenfibility and ardour which is requifite to catch 


the flame ef high genius, there muft be fuperadded dif. 


* We fufpect the author here may beinamiftake. Great compafs of men- 
tal power, which we-fhould image conftitutes the eflence of genius, may 
eértainly exift, where that peculiar modification of it called tafle is no: to be 
found. Ed; 





OO a =a =< 


~~ 


os ah ath feed Getcobeee G._ 


rot. LITERARY INTELLIGENCER. 259 


¢etnmett of judgement, and coolnefs of Uttehtion; and 
fhefe qualities aré- not to bé “often expected iinited a- 
mong mankind. An accomplithed critic is then a 
higher, and more refpeable charactéet than that of a 
poet; he muft have the imagination of the poet, and 
that judgenent which diftinguifhes hintfelf. 

Completely to relifh the beauties of poctry, is then 
the lot of a few; but to view them at a diftance, to 
have a glimmering profpett, is diffufed through a multi- 
tude ; and thofe who have this incomplete knowledge, 
are generally of that clafs denominated people of tatte ; ; 
though incapable of difcerning what is high in inven- 
tion, oral] that is beautiful in execution, they fee enough 
topleafe, part they can entirely comprehend, part faint- 
ly and dimly ; and for what is beyond their reach, they 
are compenfated with the pleafure of being fuppofed 
capable. of following the opinion of the few who can 
decide with precifion, on thefe high fubjedts. 

Thefe. obfervations cannot apply to ftatuary and pain- 
ting, as a great fhare of merit in thefe arts, depends 
upor mechanical operation. 


Towards the latter part of this eflay, the ingenious writer feems not to have 
been fufficiently guarded in the ufe of his terms> ocher fudjeéts than 
thote oftafte, may be the objeéts of criticifm; and in judging of thefe, or 
in ot-er words, properly criticifing them, thofe faculties that have been 
fuppofed co conftitute a fine tafte, feem as little required in the critic, 
asin the writer whofe works hé examines. Edit, 





£4 Candle a i ‘ te Sake ee 
To the Editor of the Bee. 


Sia, 
Amipst the multiplicity of applications fimilar to the 


prefent, fhould you think the following worthy a place 

in your mifcellany, am infertion of it will obli ligear reader, 

Having fometime ago projected a hiftory of rhe lives of 

the minifters of ftate, from the revolution tothe prefent 

time, I find that my progreds has been but fmall, as [ 

am too frequently attracted oy other and indifpenfible 
Kk2 





260 THL BEE, QR Feb, 16, 


avocations. If what is annexed, is heldto merit public 
attention, I may be induced to methodife my materials, 
and fend you the work complete. At prefent I tranf- 
mit you the abridged charaétets of a few eminent ftatef. 
meh, as a fpecimen of my manner and ftile. 


I am, Sir, Your Servant, ie 
nie 


Sir Robert-Walpole. 

Str Rozsert WaAtpPote hada great fluency and 
readinefs of language, though deftitute of nervofity or 
elegance. He poflefied a certain “eafinefs of foul and 
calloufnefs of fentiment, which made him proof againft 
all attacks, and raifed him faperior to every embarraff= 
ment.’ By an unwearied attention to figures and cal- 
culation, he had acquired « little knowledge - in ‘the 
fubje& of finance. The maxim which he uniformly 
purfued, and-fhamefully avowed, was, that every man 
had his price. He ridiculed the-very ideas‘of patriot. 
ifm and public fpirit, thought felf intereft the wifeft 
principle by which a man could be a@tuated, and’ bribe- 
ry, the moft elevated and comprehenfive fyftem that 
ever entered into the human mind. 

Lord Carteret. 

Turs ftatefinan was poflefied of the fineft abilities, the 
moft elegant tafte, the moft {plendid eloquence ; all the 
treafures of polite literature were his own, and he per- 
fe@ly underftood the interefts and the polities of every 
court in Europe. Had his integrity kept pace with his 
talents, he was formed to be the brighteft ornament of 
the court in which he lived. His patronage might 
have given new vigour to the republic of letters, and 
his political fkill, new luftre to the annals of Britain. 
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Is, 
f. The Bee. 
rc. A Bee, the bufieft thing alive, 
The moft induftrious of the hive, 

Had torl’d for many. hours; 

Had rifled gardens, lawns, and fields, 
Or what the fpicy thrub’ry-yields, 

Of balmy herbs and flow’rs. 
a Each hill and.dale well knew his fong ; 
or To him'their honied ftores belong ; 
id Then why new fcenes,explore ?>— 
ft Ambitious of a nobler prize, 
[= He through my -4ana’s window flies, 
a To crown his plunder’d ftore. ; 
e 
7 There, buzzing round her beauteous lips, 
n Which did the blooming rofe eclipfe, 
. Their tempting fweets to {poil ; 
t Eager he whirls round the fair, 
t Till *tamgled in her lovely hair, 
: He’s feized amid the toil. ‘ 





Ye fwains, take warning from the Bee, 

Flee the enticing {nare, ah ! flee ; 
By him and me be taught : 

Avoid thofe dear bewitching chanms, 

Nor hope. to gain her to your arms, 
Or, like us, you’llbe caught. E. W. 


Edinburgh, 
Janaary 19. 1791. 
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THE BEF, Of 


Epitaphium Felis Yortini. 


*¢ Effe apibus partem divin# mentis.”’ Vixa: 


Fessa annis, morboque gravi, mitiffima felis 
Infernos tandem cogor adiere lacus : 

Et mihi fubridens, Proferpina dixit, ** Habeto 
“« Elyfios foles, Elyfumque nemus.” 


Sed, bene fi merui, faciles regina filentum 

Da mihi faltem una noéte:redire Domum ¢ 
Noéte retire domum, dominoque hec dicere im aurem, 
‘* Te tua fida etiam trans Styga felis amat.” 


Imitated,. and applied to a Lady. 


Epitaph on'a’Cat. 
Deats, that fell tyrant, to one end who brings 
Cats, dogs, and lords, and iminifters, and at 
Has feized my cat ; with age and pains opprett, 
She mewed, fhe licked my face and funk to reff. 
Farewell, thou mildeft of the taby race’, 
Ah! ne’er fhall fuch a puffy fill thy place. 


Stern Pluto’s queen received my favourite, Pufs 
With fmiles benignant, and addteffed her thus : 


‘* In bleft Elyfium’s bow’rs of deathlefs green, 

** Where never mattiff foe to cat was feen; 

* With endlefs joys, Squalina,-thow halt dwell, 

** For thou on earth did’ft fill thy ftation well ; 
““/Did’ft well perform great Jove’s allotted tatk ; 

** From Cats, from Men, ’tis all that heaven can afk !” 
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© Goddefs (the faid,) fin ‘ r Squalina more 


gains, tha did cat before, 
yet one day to breathe the atr, 
prefence miitrefs fair, 
with my my parting breath, 


“ 4 faithful puily doves thee after death !” 


Love, a Rondeau. 
Peace! thou fond flutt’rer ! prithee peace ; 
Why thak’ft thou thus my troubled breaft ? 
0! let thy painful throbbing ceafe, 
And give me back my wonted reft : 
For now forlorn | waite the day, 
And now forlorn I waite the night ; 
I court the fun’s declining ray, 
J languish for the morning’s light ; 
Then peace fond flutt’rer ! prithee peace, 


And let thy painful throbbing ceafe, 





“ While my refiftlefs troubled head, 
“ Rolls the warm tide thy veins along ; 
“ Still thall thy pulfes madly beat, 
“Irregular, and wild, and ftrong. 
“ Ne’er thalt thou quell the inward ftorm, 
“ Till lfabella’s heavenly charms, 
“ Her gently yielding, lovely form, 
“ Shall pant within thy circling arms: 
Then I1’ll eafe thy troubled breatt, 
And give thee back thy wonted reft.”’ 
Caxgtos, 





A refpe€table correfponden Yaa 
method of mivking Pari 
improving the qualicypof the che 
brought from Italy by Mx Arthur Yo 
dn agriculture, %, 


Tue dca loy’grounds, and moftly watered. 
A dairy farm of 100 cows, makes daily a cheefe of 7oJb 


or 75 lb. of 28 ounces. The cheefes in winter fmailer, but 
better. ‘The cows fed only four or five hours a day’ upon 
pafture, the reft onhay athome. Eighty cows for the dai. 
ry, 20 for calves, and the farm 1000 perticas of land; 800 
of ftanding meadow, and 200 in corn and grafs. “ Rotation; 
the cows milked twice a day, and give, one with another, 
about 32 cocallis, of 30 oz. of milk. The evening’s milk 
is put to the morning’s. At 16 Italian hours or fo-in the 
morning, the evening and morning’s milk, after being 
fkimmed, were put together into a boiler, 8 feet diameter 
at top, 5 feet 3 deep ; at the bottom, about 24 wide, about 
272 cocalli, and put under it two faggots of wood, which 
made the milk rather more than lukewarm ; then the boil- 
er was withdrawn from the fire, and a ball of rennit about 
an ounce wéight ‘diflolved in the milk, turning it in the 
hand in the milk; it was not fufficiently ‘coagulated till 
about nvon, being early in the Spring; but in Summer it 
is done in half or three quarters of an‘heur} but they then 
ufe half as much more rennit as was coagul ated, fo as to’be 
taken in pieces from the furfate of the boiler. 

Lhe foreman with a ftick that had 18 points, or rather 
9 fmall pieces of wood fixed by their middle in the end of 
it and forming nine points on each fide, began to break 
exactly all the coagulated milk, and continued todo fo for 
more than half an hour, from time to time examining it to 
dee its ftate. He ordered to renew the fire, and four fag- 
gots of willow branches were ufedail at once. He turned 
ghe boiler, that the fire might a&: and thez the undermaa 
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began to werk in the milk with a ftick like the above, but 
with ouly fmaller fti at the top, forming eight 
points, fou ach iide, afpam long each point. Ina quar- 
ter of an KGW, the foreman mixed in the -bviler the pro- 
per quantity of faifron (about one third of an ounce) and 
the milk Was all in knobs; and. finer..grained than before, 
seeaking continually. Every moment the fire was re- 
fed, but with a faggot only at a time, to keep it 
‘The milk was never heaped much, nor does it 
hinder ta ke@p the hand in it, to kuow the finenefs of the 
grain, wh fines. cqntinually by the flick work of the 
underman’ ' It is of the greateft confequence to mind when 
the grains begins to take a confiltence.. When it contesto 
this fate, the boiler is hurried from the. fire, and the un- 
derman immediately takes out the whey, putting it into 
proper receivers. In that manner, the grain fubfides at 
the bottom of the boiler, and leaving only in it whey enough 
to keep the grain covered a little, the foreman, extending 
himfelf'as much as he can cover, and ina boiler, unites 
with his hands.the grained milk, making like a body of 
patte of it; then a large piece of linen is run by him under 
that body of pafte, while another man keeps the four cor- 
ners of it, and the whey is dire@ly again put into the 
boiler, which facilitates the raifing the paiie, which is put 
for a quarter of an hour into the receiver, where the whey 
was in the linen: The boiler is then put on the fire to ex- 
traét a poor cheefe; after a quarter of an hour, the pafte is 
put into a wooden form without top or bottom;.a piece of 
wood like a cheefe, put on the top of it, putting, and gra- 
dually increafing weights upon it; in the evening, the 
cheefe fy formed is carried into the ware-houfe, where, 
after 24 hours they begin to give the falt.. It remains 
in that ware-houfe 15 or 20 days, but in Summer only 
from 8 to 12; where the cruit will be formed, when it is 
carried into another ware-houfe. ‘They turn all the cheefes 
under fix months every day ; after that, once in 48 or 60 
hours, keeping them clean, otherwife they acquire a bad 
fmell, diftinguifhed by the name of grained cheefe. 
Vo. I, Ll + 
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Saceety for iam Ce of Brive ee 


Ix our third. number,. we -had. occafien. te niention lihe 
patriotic exertions of Six John: Sinclair. for reitoring: to 
Great Britain, its long loft fuperiority) over others nations, 
in refpect to the quality of its. woe!l. Weare happy to/add, 
that the people in this country feemto be now fo fully 
fenfible of the benefits that may be derived from this artiele, 
that many. patriotic individuals have eagerly inrolled their 
names as members of this patriotic fociety; and feverab 
towns and refpectable corporations have contributed, libe 
rally towards the fame end. It will always afford ys par- 
ticula: pleafure to mark the progrefs of improvementdn 
this Uranch ; and with that view we thal] be. /eareful,4d 
acquaint our readers with fuch tranfaftions of this fociety, 
as have a claim to attraét the public attention, ‘ 

The firft general meeting of this faciety was,held at 
Edinburgh on Monday the 3:ft of January, At.this meet; 
ing, among other fpecimens of fine woollen manufactures of 
Scotland, was produced three fhauls, one made of ‘the*bet 
Englith worfted that could be obtained, one made of fite 
Spanith wool, and one made of Shetland wool, all manu; 
faétured by the fame perfon, and treated in every .refped 
alike, to afford a fair comparative trial of the quality,of 
thefe kinds of wool refpectively. The gentlemen there met 
were unanimoufly of opinion, that in refpect of foftnels 
well as.of pyre whitenefs, the Shetland wool exceeded, both 
the others in a very high degree, though the manufadetunes 
owned, that the wool of which this; than] was; made, had 
not been properly forted, much coarle wool) being inter. 
mixed among the fine; and that if it had. been | properly 
forted, the quality of the fluff would have been greatly fu- 
petior to what this was. 
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After a full- examination of the {pecimens offered, and a 
free difseufston ef many interefting particulars connetc- 
ted with the bufinels of the day, 

Sin Joux Sinctarx of Ulbfter, Bart. was called to 

the chair, 

And opening thé twteting with a fpeech of confiderable 
length, pointing out the objects of the propofed inititution, 
the means by which they ‘were’ the, molt likely to be attain- 
ed, and the material advantages that would refult from it. | 

The earl of Hopetoun next rofe, arid entered very warm- 
ly int» the national importance of the objects in view; and 
after: feveral other Gentlemen had delivered their fenti- 
ments in favour of the propofed inftitution, the meeting 
; RESOLVED, 

“0 Phat the’ eftablifiment of a fociety for the Improve- 
ment of Britith' Wool, is one of the moft likely means of 
promoting the commercial interefts, and permanent profpe- 
rity of thefe kingdoms. 

og. ‘Thet the Meeting here affembled, and thofe for whom 
they ate empowcred to aft, together with fuch other per- 
fons, whether in-‘Great Britain and Ireland, or its dependen- 
eaj-as ave willing ‘to co-operate with them, will conftiti- 
tute a Society for that fole purpofe, either to a@ feparate- 
Ty,or in ‘eonjunétion ‘with other fecieties of a fimilar na- 
ture,\as thay be thought moft advifeable. 

32That the important objects of the inftitution be re- 
*fpectfully laid before his majeity, by the chairman, in name 

-of the-Setiety; in full confidence, that-a Sovereign, whofe 
attention to’the welfare and happinefs of his fubjeéts is fo 
well known, will be gracioufly pleafed to take this fociety 
undér his royal protection. 

4. ‘That application be made-to his Royal Highnefs the 
Prince ‘of Wales, that he will honour this inftitution by 
aceépting the office of being Patron of the Society ; and 
that the Chairman’ be alfo requefted to make that ‘applica- 

-tion to his Royal Hightefs, in their name. 

'§.'"Phat'the affairs of the’ Society be conducted by a 
Board of Diredors, confifting of a Chairman, deputy Chair- 
<mar, aud fourteen Directors, to be annually chofen on the 
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laft Monday of January (this “anhiverfary,) by the figned 
lilis oi « majO#ity of the members prefent at fhen meetings, 
any five of the faid Dire@tors to be a quoruni, with power 
to elect a Chairman for the time, in abfence of the Chair- 
man and deputy Chairman ; and that a Treafurer and Se- 
eretary thal! ‘be annwalty eleCtedsat' the fame time, and. in 
the fame manner. 

6. That the faid board of Dire€ors thall hold fort ftated 
meetings in each year, vz. on the laft Monday of january; 
the’ laft Moriday of May, the lait Monday of June, and the 
laft Monday of November 3 with power of adjournment; 
and that there fliwll be alfo four general mectings of o 
whole Society held on the fame days. 

4. That upon requifition made by three Direétors tothe 
Chairman or: deputy Chairman, or in abfence.of, both, zo 
the Secretary, Extraordinary. Meetings of the. court of 
Diretors {hall be called; and that extraordinary General 
Meetings of the Society fhall be alfo called, on applicatien 
as akove, by any nine of the members ; eight days previous, 
notice of fuch extraordinary meetings of the Directors, and 
14 days previous notice of fuch extraordinary.general meet, 
ings of the Society, being always given in the Edinburgh 
newipapers. 

8. That the Dire&tors and ether office bearers thall, for 
the enfuing year, confiit.of the following, Noblemen, and 
Gentlemen, wiz. 

Sir John Sinclair Bart. Chairman 

Sir Alexander: Ramfay, Bart. Deputy, Chairman 
Directors. 

His Grace the Duke of Argyle 

Right Hon. Earl of Dumfries 

Right Hon. the. Eark of. Hopetoun 

The Right Hon. Lord Sheflield 

Right Hon.- James Montgomery, Lord Chief Baron 

Right: Hen. the Lord Provoit of Edinburgh 

Sir John Edward Swinburne, Bart. 

- Sir Jofeph Banks, Bart. Prefident of the Royal Society 
Sir, James Foulis of Colinton,. Bart, 
3 Erfkine, Efq. of Mar 

obert Oliphant of Roffie, Ef. 
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a Rabert Belches of reenvards, Ria, , 
yin George Ramiayis fq, yeenger, of Banton 
 @ilbert Hamilton, -Efg; of Glaigow 


Si William Forbes, Bast. Treafurer, | 
james Horne, writerito the figuet,, Secretary, 


bogs ([Fhat the: fabfeription of each member.thall be one 
guinca fier anaum, or ten-guineas at admiflion, the Socicty 
being defirous of having as).many petfons as,,pofiible, con- 
netted with jit, end confiding,in the farther fupport, of pa- 
tiotic.individuais, -end of public {fpired bodies of men, in 
the profecution of. the great pational,pbjeGs they have in 
view. 

io. That the’Chairman, deputy Chairman, and Direfors, 
do, betwixt this and the laft Monday of June next, draw 
up fitth-laws and regulations as may appear proper for the 
futare 'povetnment of the fociety, to be laid before the ge- 
nétal meetiiig to be then held; amd that they be in. the 
méan ‘tite empowered to take juch fteps as may feem pro- 
per td them ‘for promoting the views and interefts of the 
Society. ' 
11. That the thanks of the meeting be given to Sir John 
Sticlair;' for his patriotic affiduity in initituting this So-. 
citty + atid’ that he be requefted to permit the able fpeech 
he has this day delivered to be publithed, as tending to 
excite attention to the great objects in view, by diffufing a 
knowledge of their importance and practicability. 

12. That the thanks of the meeting be alfo given to the 
Earl of Hopetoun, for his warm and ‘patriotic. zeal for the 


-fuccefs of the eftablifhment, and the information his Lord- 


thip has now communicated on that fubject. 
13. That thefe refolutions he publifhed)in the’ London, 
Edinburgh,-‘and other ‘newfpapers, for the information of 
i perfons who may’ be inclined to become members of the 
Society. 
Extra€ted from the’ minutes of the meeting, by 
James Hornt,, Secretary. 
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Sati fe. 


Six John Sinclair’s patriotic exertions have not,been con- 
fined to the‘foregoing object only : His active mind, which 
faffers no abatement of exertion when ufeful improvements 
ate in view, has been, for fome time paft, buly in-purfuit of 
another object of great national importasce, which he has 
now the profpe& of bringing to a happy conclufion, dp the 
courle of his extenfive inquiries re{pecting the finances and 
refources of this country, he had.innumerable occafions.te 
remark, that without an accurate knowledge of the real 
ttate Of the country at the prefent time, when compared 
with ‘that ‘at former periods, with refpect to population, 
induftty, commerce, and other circumftances, -a financier 
muft procceed in the dark, and be not only obliged to grope 
his way at firft, without being able to difcover any ray of 
light to dire&t his fteps, but-muft go on in the fame , way 
without either he himfelf or his fucceffors being able to 
know whether the meafures have proved hurtful or beneficial. 

To remove this uncertainty in a matter of fo much, im- 
portance, no method appeared fo natural toourenlightened 
legiflator, as that-of obtaining aa authentic accownt, of the 
prefent ftate of the country, in refpe& to every partacular 
that can tend to affect, direly or indireétly, the happinels 
and the profperity of the people ;—and to obtain this, ,with 
refpe& to Scotland, he has called in the affiftange of the 
clergy, a fet of men in this country, which, confidered asa 
body, is. perhaps as refpe@table a community-as apy en the 
globe. By his own vigorous exertions, and-the afliftance af 
thefe worthy men, he has already obtained, as we are aflu- 
red from the moft undoubted authority, materials for giving 
a-very perfect fatistica/ * account of many parifhes in that 
country ; in digefting which into proper form, Sir John has 
been bufily employed during the fhort-recefs of parliament 5 

~and in the profecution of which, we are affured, he willge 
on with unremitting diligence, during every hour that can 
be fpared from his active duties as a Britith fenator. 


*. Statiffical is a word hardly yet naturaliged in the country, . With, 
utientering into a laboured etymology of the word, it is fufficient to 
inform our readers, that it meams'an account of the ftate of any country 
-refpecting population and induitry. 
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Sir John has juft finithedl the printing an account of four 

rifhes in Scotland, which hé.means to diftribute to, all the 
dlerVisen in that country, as a ‘{pecimen of his intended 
quik’ atid'‘asjan incitement to thofe-who have not yet finithed 
thei accounts, to ge on with their inquiries, which for the 
hondur’of'all concerned, we hope and fincerely believe, will 
be the moft complete and authentic account that ever was 
publithed. 

ft is Only neceffary farther to add, that with that difinte- 
feted philanthropy, which is io commonly the attendant 
of great minds, Sir John Sinclair has appropriated the whole 
profits that fhall be derived from the iale of this work to 
the‘dugmenting the funds of a fociety lately inflituted in 
Stotland, for the relief and fupport of the children of fuch 
élerzymien as fhall be left in hampered circumftances, 

The following extra& is offered as a thort fpecimen of 
thewotk. Ir refpeéts the town of Port Patrick, near which 
is the thorteft ferry between Ireland and Britain, ' 

“© Fhe Packet-Boats to Ireland —The mode of conveying 
the niail between the two kingdoms, has uridergone many 
changes: At firft regular packet-boats, with falaries, were 
eltabigihed. ~ But before the quay was built, and while the 
patfage Was attended with the difficulties above defcribed. 
delays were frequent. The failors, efpecially as their wa- 
ges at all eVerts were running on, often chofe to reft them- 
felves; “Eltablithed packets were therefore abolithed, anda 
Pale fixed, “That whoever failed firft fhould have the mail, 
aul a ‘tertain fum for carrying it. ‘This operated as a pre- 
miu; and produced for fome time a very good effect, 
Soon after, however, as trade increafed, the allowance made 
by Fovernment became of lefs confequence. The packets 
were no longer the fame obje@. It often happened, that 
4 boat would ‘not fail with the mail, unlefs fhe had fome- 
thing elfe fo carry. The mail coach alfo was eftablifhed, 
and ‘the, conveyance of travellers became an object of, at- 
téatioh. “The boats which carried cattle, were peculiarly 
offenfive ‘to paflengers, not to mention that fuch a cargo, 
witli'a gale of wind, was even dangerous. Pailengers were 
therefore difguited or deterzed, and were oftem induced to 
take another rout. It was one great branch of Mr’ Pal- 
mex’s public-fpirited plans for promoting the commercial 








272 THE BEE OR, Feb. 16. 


intercourfe of the Britifh empire in general; to unite as 
much as poffible the three great offices of London, Edin. 
burgh, and Dublin. His mail coaches regularly weat 
from Dublin to,Donhaghadee, on the one fide ; and from 
London and Edinburgh to Port-patsick, en. the. other. 
Nothing therefore remained to complete. the chain, but to 
obviate the inconveniences of the ferry at Port-patrick; 
this he did by reftoring eftablifhed packets. .We have 
now four elegant veffels fitted up with every accommodation, 
whofe only object is to forward the mail, .and)to convey 
travellers from the one ifland to the. other. 

“The town, which is in a great.meafure fupported by 
the concourfe of travellers, has-in a peculiar. manner felt the 
benefit of thefe improvements, Almoit evéry houfe is an 
inn, where ftrangers may find accommodation {uited. to.their 
circumftances. ‘The money they leave is the great, fund out 
of which the inhabitants pay their rents, and dupport their 
families. ‘The rapid change however, which bas taken 
place, is greatly to be attributed to the late Sir James Hua- 
ter Blair, who happened to live at the critical period.when 
thechange began. He had fagacity enough to forefee,the 
many advantages which muft refult from it; and foxwarded 
the projected improvement as. much as poflible, by Sllingthe 
harbour immediately with veflels, and building almoft,.en- 
tirely a new town, to accommodate the inhabitants apd.the 
travellers who paffed through it. Such is: the. origin and 
the progrefs of improvement which. is generally) wing, 
whether in a great capital like Edinburgh, or a provincial 
townlike Port-patrick, tothe spirit and exertions of particu. 
lar men, who feem born for.the purpofe. of roufing the. mul- 
titude from a ftate of ignorance or torpor, #rom which they 
are too often unwilling to be emancipated. 

“ ManufaGures.—ManufaQures have not yet made their 
way to Port-patrick. Ship building is the only one as yet 
attempted. Under the aufpices of the active and public 
{pirited citizen above mentioned, fome companies of | thip- 
wrights have been formed, who are likely to carry on that 
branch fuccefsfully. ‘The depth of the water, and the fhort- 
nefs of the run, render it one.of moft convenient launch- 
es that can be conceived. 
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“ Commerce.—Both our exports and imports have greatly 
increafed. We export here goods from Paifley, Manchefter, 
Ge: ; ‘and we import confiderable/ quantities of the Irifh, li- 
pen manufacture.» The.inhabitants of Port-patrick, haw- 
ever, are gentrafly-only the)carriers; the dealers are thofe, 
whe, not being fufficieatly opulent. to freight and load large 
thips, .carry’on’a hawking bufinefs by land. They bring 
their goods in carts, and ‘hire the -Port-patrick velffels to 
convey them from one fhore to the other, 

“frifh Caitle,-But of all the articles of the commerce 
of Port-patrick, the\import of-black cat te and horfes from 
Irelahd isby far the moft interefting. Formerly fuch a com- 
merce was prohibited, for the ,purpofe of encouraging out 
own breed. The free importation was firft permitted by sth 
George IIL. cap.: ro. § 1. for feven years, and from thence 
two the end ef.the next feffion of Parliament. It was after- 
wards’ continued by feveral temporary aéts, and at laft made 
perpetual, by r6th George HI, cap. 8.. From the firft re- 
moval of the prohibition, there was a fmall annual impor- 
tation ;. but: it: was never carried on to any great extent till 
1784, whenit rofe fuddenly, without any.caufe that has 
yet been effigaed for it. In that year there were impor- 
ted) between the sth of January 1784, and the sth of Ja- 
guaryr'785, no lefs. than 18,301 black cattle, and 1233 
hotfes,. ‘The importation of cattle and horfes, for the lait 
five ‘years, ending the 10th of October 1790, has varied in 
the ‘following. manner : 


Black Cattle. -Horfes. 














From: roth O&. 1785 to do. 1786 10,452 1,256 
— 1787 7,007 1,623 
— 1788 9.488. 25797 

_—_——_— 79 13.322 2,212 
1790 24.873 2,402 

Total in five years, $5,044 10,270 


Which at an average is about 11,000 head of cattle and 
2000 horfes per dnnum.- Great as this importation has been, 
it has not-as yet materially hurt the fale, or diminithed the 
price of cattle inthe neighbourhood of Port-patrick. On 
Vou, I, Mm + 








274 THE BEE OR, Feb; ¥6; 


the contrary, the demand for them has been rather of the 
increafe. It is probable, however, that it would have'beew' 
greater, had there been no import. 

“ Befides the cattle imported here, there are alfo confide. 
rable numbers fent from Belfaft, Bangor, Newry, &c, ‘di- 
re€tly to England. ‘The Englith coal ‘veffels always" take 
black cattle from Ireland, when they have it in their power: 
but it is believed that the largeft import is at Port-patrick, 
The extent of fea by any other paflage; efpetially in the 
winter feafon, is much againft the fale and fuccefsful tranf- 
portation of a cargo, fo perifhable in itfelf; and liable to fo 
many accidents. 

“ This trade depends fo much upon the quantity of graf, 
of hay, and of turnips in England, and fometimes-even up- 
on the profpeét of large crops of thefe articlés, that there is 
much fpeculation in it. Great gains and great lofles are 
therefore fudden and frequent.  Heiice the itiport is wn- 
équal. Some people fuppofe that the trade is favourable to 
fmuggling, and hoftile to the revenue. Others obje& to it, 
as in a péculiar manner detrimental to thofe diftri@s in Scot- 
land where black cattle are bred ;-and theré feems to be ras 
ther a hardfhip in permitting fuch numbers of cattle to bé 
imported into North Britain, or even carried through it, in 
order to riya] the productions of that very Céuntry, in the 
only market to which it has accefs. Without entéring, 
however, into thefe fpeculations, it may be fufficient at pre- 
fent to remark, that the import will probably diininith of it- 
felf, in confgguence of the rapid progrefs which Ireland is 
now making. The time is faft approaching, when that 
kingdom will be in the fame fate in which England is at 
prefent, having a market within itfelf fufficient for thecon- 
fumption of its own produ@ions. ~ Perhaps that may foon 
be the cafe in regard to other commodities, befides cattle. 
The Irifh are rapidly impfoviag in-our nranufaures,- and 
we in theirs ; at lezit the cottons of Manchefter and Glaf- 
gow ate likely foon to fupply the place of the linens of 
Ireland ; fo that in time there will remain few articles to 
barter between the two kingdoms. 

“ Population —The return to the inqeiries made by Dr 
Webfter, regarding the population of the parith of Port-pa- 

trick, about forty years ago; was 551 fouls. It has fince 
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confiderably increafed. It appears from an enumeration re- 
cently made, that there are in the countty part of the pa- 
rith, 484, and inthe town, 512 fouls; fo that the. whole 
population amounts to 996, being an addition, in that {pace 
of time; of 445 fouls. 

The births, deaths, and marriages, as entered in the pa- 
rith regifter, far the laft eight years, are as follows : 


Years. Births. Deaths. Marriages. 
1783 --- 26 --- i3 + -- 5 
37840 -+- 25 &-.</\9 BR i ivevlews 9 
ae: i ae mere ag; oe 4 
1786 --- 31 --- 16 --- 9 
1789 --- 34 --- 20 --- 7 
9788 --- 50 --- 16 --- 8 
ig eee ee ee 
1792 34 --- 2f --- 9 





“ Rent of the. parifb.—About. the year 1761, the whole 
pariih was valued, for the purpofe of afcertaining the amount 
of the teind, or-the value of thetythes, and it was then ef- 
timated at 4721. Sterling. But as the increafe has fince 
been very confiderable, the land rent alene is now about 
3000 1. per annum ; the town rent is at leaft.200 1. more; 
the dues of anchorage, and a duty of 2d. per head on all 


‘cattle and horfes, exported or imported, payable to the Blair 


family, may ulfo bring in about 1201.; fo that the. rent of 
the parith is rather better than 13021. a-year. 
*,* d fuller extra will be given from. this valuable 
performauce in our. next. 









Haftings’ Turnip. 
Mr. Haftings, when es Le Eaft Indies, was atten- 


tive to every rural objeét that promifed to prove ufeful to 
the country. Among other products of the Eaft, that he 
imported hither, were the feeds of a kind of turnip from 
Bentar, which has not yet been long enough cuitivated to af- 
certain its qualities. The following letter from Sir Jofeph 
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Banks, Bart. to Mr Arthur Young, contains fome hints 
relative to it. 

“J have an experiment with the turnips which Mr Haf- 
tings brought home from Bentar, that 1 hope may prove 
very interefting. I fowed fome feed-im March laf with. 
out producing one turnip. My gardenerfaid, the feed had 
degenerated, and could never bring turnips again. I dif- 
fered in opinion from him, and told him I thought it 
would proVe =. valuable autumnal turnip; for, as the inereaf- 
ing heat had forwarded its growth fo rapidly as to change 
a biennial ptant into an annual one, I concluded that in the 
decreafing heat ef autumn it would increafe in-its biennial 
form with more than ufual rapidity ; 1 accordingly crdered 
him to fow fome in Augutft, as foon as. the wheat and oats 
were well off the ground. He fowed accordingly on the 
26th of Auguft ; and, on the 30th of November toak up 
his turnips, as his ufual. mode, to-bury them in holes, that 
they be preferved from froit; twentyturnips then taken 
indifferently from the heap, weighed eight pounds ; twen- 
ty other turnips he had fown about the fame time, had 
fearce bottled at all. What fay you to the hopes of a va- 
luable stubble crop from this? 

Soho Square Dec. 16. 1790. 





HISTORICAL CHRONICLE. 
INTRODUCTION. ‘ 
A Curfory VIEW of the prefent POLITICAL STATE of 
EUROPE, continued from page 122. 


Great Britain. 


Noruinc can exhibit a more ftriking proof of the juftice of 
this maxim, that extent of empire does net always augment 
the profperity of a nation, than the prefent ftate of Great 
Britain. A few years ago, the loft feveral extenfive pro- 
vinces that were generally deemed of fo much confequence 
to her, that few people imagined the could well fubfift with- 
outthem. Yet it is new univerfally admitted, that, fince 
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that period; her trade has augmented, her manufadtures 
have become: more flourifhing, and her internal profperit 

js greater than was ever known at any former period. It ts 
not to be expected, however, that this strong example fhould 
either check her own defire of acquiring farther dominion, 
or teach other nations to judge rightly. in this refpe&t, All 
mankind are accuftomed to a& from the influence of habit, 

rather than from reafoning ; and they will continue to do fo. 

Since the peace of 1782, Britaim had no juft caufe fen 
being alarmed for her own fafety, or for dreading the effects 
of foreign powers : the might therefore have been permitted 
to attend-quietly to her own domeftic concerns. But tran- 

illity is not fo fuitable to the withes: of the people, as fome. 
buitle ;. and,moft minifters will think it their intereft to in-. 
dulge the people in this their favourite paltime. Tilla man, 
therefore, can be found, acting as ptime minifter, who thall 
prefer the fubftantial interefts of the countsy to his own pri- 
vate gratification and that of his friends, a long traét of con- 
tinued tranquillity cannot be expeéted : and he who looks 
for fuch a man, mutt fearch a long while in vain. Twice, 
fmce that period, has Britain been alarmed with imaginary: 
fears, and forced to. equip powerful armaments ata very 
great national expence, which-have been again laid down 
as ufelefs. 

“ The king of France, with twenty thoufand men, 

“ Went up the hill, aad then—came down again.” 

Thefe facetious lines may with jultice be applied to our 
late armaments, which would not have been here taken no- 
tice of, did it not feem that this mode of obtaining mock 
victories, at an immenfe expence, appears to be a fort of 
fyftematic arrangement, to which recourfe is meant to be 
had whenever it is intended to put the good people of 
Britain into good humour, when any favourite pomt is to 
be aimed at. It would be well if a lefs expenfive kind of 
paftime could be contrived; or one that would tend lefs 
to injure trade, to derange the national economy, or to 
diftrefs individuals ; for fuch a fadden adoption of meafures, 
in themfelves fo arbitrary, ought furely never to be refor- 
ted to, but in cafes of the moit urgent necefsity. 

Thefe troubles are for the prefent overblown ; and though 
Spain had reafon to complain, that by the overbearing i im- 
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petuofity ofher rival, the has been put.to a great deal of un. 
neceilary expence, yet fhe had the wifdom to fee at laf 
how matters really ftood ; and to acquiefce in the good old 
proverb, that it was more for. her intereft to - The. 
proverb is fo trite, that it is unneceflary to repeatit.. To 
fhew. however, to all the world, that there was no other 
object aimed at but an.apparent victory, and to prove that 
the real victory, was-on the other fide, the has dictated a pa- 
c‘fication infuch terms, as to throw every real advantage fhe 
could aim at into her own {cale, while the made a thow of 
giving fomething to her opponents. This kind.of legerde- 
main in politics, however, at beit, a mean fort of attain- 
ment, which a candid mind would think it beneath its dig-. 
nity to adopt, whatever were the temptation to do it. 

Vanity is the ruling principle of nations, . [t has been the 
immediate caufe of the ruin of almoit every ftate that hes 
ever attained celebrity in the world, and will be fo to the 
end of time. Wherever power is lodged, there will this 
paffion be difplayed and wherever it is difplayed, it mutt 
provoke other nations, fooner or later, to humble it. Bri- 
tain, for fome time paft, has been placed in more fortunate 
circumitances, than the rival powers around her ;.and has 
fhewn that the has poffeffed this filly paffion in as eminent 
a degree as any other nation. She alfo felt, during the lait 
wart, fome of its natural confequences ; but not in fuch a de- 
gree as to eradicate, but merely to moderate it for a time, 
It is te be regretted, that the prefent circumftances of other 
nations tend fo powerfully to nourith this propenfity in her, 
May the time foon come, when we fhall be obliged to view 
them with a greater degree of refpe ; for it is then only 
that ihe fhall be enabled, as a nation, to act in a_ rational 
and refpectable manner ! 

With regard to the internal adminiftration of this coun- 
try, it is like that of every other nation, a tiffue of good and 
bad blended together, in which the bad greatly preponde- 
rates, ‘This, indeed, muft ever be expected to be the cafe; 
becaufe the good produced by government, can only be the 
refult of knowledge, while the bad. is the confequence of er- 
ror. But truth is only ome, and the road to that folitary 
one is often difficult to be difcovered ; whereas every devi- 
ation from it leads to error ; nor can a minifter, embarafled 
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with the multiplicity of affairs, that for ever claim his at-> 
tention, find leifure to enter into the many difficult invefti-. 
gations neceflary to keep him from deviating from the right 
path : if therefore, hé has not kad time to make thefe necef- 

fary inveftigations, while ‘he was in va priv ate ftation, he 

cannot afterwards do it himfelf. Thefe importanr difcuf 
fons muft then be left to others ; and fo many fivifter views 
thay induce thefe counfellors to give improper advice, that 
it is next to impoflible he thould be able to avoid being 

wilfully led intoerror. It ought, therefore, to be an ob- 

je@t of greater wonder, that a minifter thould be ever 

right, than that he fhould be often wrong. 

Thefe few general obfervations on the government of a 
free country, are enough*to give fome flight notion ef the 
prefent political ftate of Britain ; for to cenfure or to ap- 
plaud individuals, is no part of the plan of this work, When 
particular laws or regulations thall come to be confidered+ 
feparately,.in the courfe’of this work, their tendency will 
be pointed out with that candour, it is hoped, which is be- 
coming a libéral mind, and with that freedom which ought 
to accompany difquifitions that are indeed intended to en- 
lighten the people, without any intention of either hurting 
or ferving any patty whatever ; fo that the remarks will 
fometimes feem to favour the one, and fometimesthe other, 
as. circumftances hall render neceflary.., It is not difficult, 
however, to forefee, that if truth be the fole object of pur- 
fuit, it muft haturally happes, that thofe who; front their’ 
fittatiot'in the ftaté, are obliged to take’ the lead, will be 
foundymore frequently deviating into error, than thofe 
who are only allowed to att a negative part. 

The'only other great objeét refpeGing the internal ftate 
of this country, that feems to be neceflary to be here taken 
notice of, is the trial of Mr Haitings 5—a trial which . has 
given,room for a great difplay of talents,.and which has! 
brought to light many of thofe abufes in government, which 
muit make every individual in his private capacity thudder 
with horror. “ Thefe abufes, however, feem to be rather the 
confequences of the ofhice of 2 delegated power in a diftant 
country, than an imputation againft the individual who ex- 
ercifes it‘at the time. Perhaps 4 pérfon lefs culpable in 
that high ftation, could not have been pitched upon than the. 
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object of the prefent. profecution; and certainly no.oge 

could have béen felected, who was more .generally papel 
among thofe who Wereiuader hisiadininiftration. The refult 
of the trial-is not difficult to forefee. One.good effeé, 
however, has.certainly refulted from the late parliamentary 
difcuffion concerning it, viz.: that it is not in the power ofa 
king of this realm,to fereen a great delinquent from, pynith- 
ment, when the general-fenfe of the’ moft enlightened part 
of the nation fall think it is mibrited. 
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